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WHEREAS, proper stewardship of these lands for a broad variety of 
public benefit is essential in the water-short West; and 
WHEREAS, if transferred to the States, many lands would pass into 
private ownership to the detriment of fish and wildlife and other natural 
resources; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies hereby expresses its opposition to such 
blanket transfer of public lands to the States. 
Resolution No. 19 
Use of Listing Criteria for Evaluation of (CITES) Appendix II Species 
and Definition of Role in the Ecosystem 
WHEREAS, many species of animals, including the bobcat, river otter 
and lynx, were listed on Appendix II of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered. Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) at Berne, 
Switzerland in 1976; and 
WHEREAS, the bobcat, river otter and lynx were not tested against the 
listing criteria; and 
WHEREAS, the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
has previously explained its strong conviction that the U.S. Department 
of Interior take immediate and effective steps to remove the bobcat, river 
otter and lynx from Appendix II during the Costa Rica meeting; and 
WHEREAS, the U.S. proposal to relax the Berne Delisting Criteria for 
evaluating the listing of these species failed to pass the Convention; and 
WHEREAS, the parties to the Convention explained that the U.S. 
should consider the absence of data for listing these species in its re- 
evaluation of their Appendix II status; and 
WHEREAS, the Endangered Species Scientific Authority has not devel- 
oped a working definition for the “species role in the ecosystem” section 
of the Berne Criteria, 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies expresses its strong conviction 
that the U.S. Department of Interior should promptly evaluate all Ap- 
pendix II species using the listing criteria and not the delisting criteria; 
and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the E.S.S.A. develop a working 
definition for “role in the ecosystem” for bobcat, river otter and lynx, in 
calendar year 1979. 
Resolution No. 20 
Fire Management Policy 
WHEREAS, fire plays a key role in developing and maintaining natural 
ecosystems; and 
12 
